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Back in the summer of 2009, a leopard was chasing a village dog and both of them fell into a 
well. There was only one ledge in the well where people found the leopard and the dog sitting 
One can only imagine the poor dog's condition! The next day, the dog was rescued first and 
then began the story of ‘Ajoba'the leopard. 
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Leopard biologist Dr. Vidya Athreya put a radio-collar on the big cat. She named him 'Ajoba' Vlcbc'Mi^cRl k Jc bltJI f^RT <s|o-| cH I . 

meaning 'grandfather'. Thus, Ajoba became the subject of one of the most interesting scientific 
projects in the field of wildlife in India. 
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The radio-collar on Ajoba's neck helped the scientists track his movements. The bag of surprises 
started when everyone thought he would hang around in the forested areas but Ajoba went 
climbing up and down the mountains of Malshej Ghats. 
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As if the crazy trekking wasn't enough, he swam across a 70 meter wide creek, something that 
nobody expected a leopard to do! 
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The most curious thing about Ajoba was that he permanently lived among humans. He walked 
around in agricultural fields, village outskirts and highways. The interesting part is that no one 
knew there was a full-sized male leopard living in their vicinity. 
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Ajoba eventually walked all the way to 'Bollywood Backyard', the city of Mumbai. He was heading 
towards Sanjay Gandhi National Park in the heart of the city. Again, no one knew that this 
leopard was walking through industrial areas, housing societies and city streets. 



After he settled down in the national park, the researchers tracking his movements realized that 
he had walked a total of 125 kilometers in 25 days. This kind of long distance movement was 
never recorded before! 
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In 201 1, Ajoba met his end when a speeding vehicle ran over him on a highway. 
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So inspiring was Ajoba's story, that he also became the theme of India's very first feature Marathi 
film based on a scientific wildlife study. The movie titled Ajoba’ portrays the journey of the 
leopard - the leopard who redefined our knowledge of large carnivores like himself. 
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The story of Ajoba was carried far and wide in newspapers, television news and the internet. The 
journey of the old leopard became an inspiring story for many. Ajoba, who lived among people, 
moved among people, also moved people. 

There will be other leopards and other journeys. There will be only one Ajoba. 
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